
INTRODUCTION TO CLEEVE COMMON

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

There are many old quarries on the west side of 
the elevated golf course at Cleeve Hill and on top 
of the common itself. Fossils are varied and 
abundant. Plenty can be collected from scree 
below the faces. Fossils are scarce or invariably 
broken in the distinctive white coloured Cleeve 
Cloud Member (oolitic limestone) but are 
exposed in various other sections both above 
and below this layer. Below, in the the Crickley 
Member, and above, in the Aston Limestone 
Formation (the Trigonia, Gryphite and Clypeus 
Members), brachiopods, bryozoa, corals, 
echinoids, crinoid parts, sponges and more can 
be found in abundance. 

The site is a protected SSSI (Site of Special 
Scientific Interest), so no hammering of the 
bedrock is permitted.

THE GEOLOGY

The rocks at Cleeve Common are Jurassic in age and 
cover the three formations of the Inferior Oolite Group of 
rocks; the Salperton Limestone Formation, the Aston 
Limestoner Formation and the Birdlip Limestone 
Formation. All were formed in marine conditions beneath 
warm seas and in a climate similar to the Bahamas of 
the present day. 

The geology within the three Formations is quite 
complex, the several members of each formation 
present differing rock types, ranging from grey to orange 
brown, ferruginous very sandy, fine grained ooidal 
limestone of the Birdlip Limestone to a rubbly limestone 
with variable amounts of ooids and shell debris.
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We hope you enjoy your day at Cleeve Common. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion, the 
weather and of course, if others have already 
scoured the site beforehand!

Below: Brachiopods in weathered oolitic 
limestone.

Below: Brachiopods in face of quarry

Below: Regular echinoid

Above: Echinoid in bedrock.

Above: Crinoid segment.
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