
INTRODUCTION TO CLEEVE COMMON

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

Beachy Head is an area of spectacular coastline 
and countryside located on the most southerly tip 
of East Sussex, close to the seaside town of 
Eastbourne. The rocks here were deposited 
between 103 and 86 million years ago and the 
fossils occur commonly throughout the Chalk, in 
particular echinoids, sponges, bivalves, and other 
benthic fauna that inhabited the prehistoric 
seafloor at the time.

Fossils can be found on the foreshore and at the 
base of the cliffs but the most productive (and 
safest) place to search for fossils is on the 
foreshore at low-tide. Chalk boulders and flint 
nodules are scattered along the entire section, 
providing a constant supply of fossi material. 
You’ll need a geological hammer and chisels (and 
safety goggles) to extract fossils from the Chalk 
boulders but those preserved in flint can also be 
found loose on the beach.

COW GAP TO BEACHY HEAD  
EAST SUSSEX

THE GEOLOGY

The rocks and clays at Beachy Head record a 
fascinating history dating from the Late Cretaceous 
epoch, c.103 to c.86 mya. At this time Beachy Head and 
much of Great Britain, along with Europe, lay around 
40°N of the equator, on an equivalent latitude to the 
Mediterranean Sea today.

The rocks exposed at Beachy Head are dominated by 
the Chalk and associated flints, and it’s from these 
respective deposits and concretions that the greatest 
volume and diversity of fossils can be found. Among the 
common finds are echinoids, brachiopods, gastropods 
and bryozoans; less common finds include shark teeth, 
nautili and crustacean burrows lined with fish scales; on 
rare occasions belemnites, articulated lobster and fish 
skeletons, and plant remains can also be found.

        



We hope you enjoy your day at Beachy Head. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion, the 
weather and of course, if others have already 
scoured the site beforehand!

Below: A spiny Spondylus bivalve found on 
the surface of a fallen boulder, Upper Chalk.

Below: A sponge on the surface of a piece of 
chalk.

Below: Pecten bivalve valve in situ on the 
foreshore, West Melbury Marly Chalk.

Above: A split boulder from the West Melbury Marly 
Chalk contains several Schloenbachia ammonites.

Above: A Micraster echinoid on the 
surface of a boulder.
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