
INTRODUCTION TO LESNES ABBEY WOOD

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 
Abbey Wood’s highly fossiliferous shell beds are 
open to the public for digging, with prior 
permission. The Eocene beds here are extremel 
rich in fossil sharks’ teeth, fish, mammal and bird 
remains, and fossil shells. Fossils are best found 
by onsite sieving.

Abbey Wood was first mentioned in 1872 and 
since then, this ancient shell bank, laid down 
about 54.5 million years ago, has provided an 
inexhaustible supply of fossils. It will be 
impossible not to return home with a very large 
number of fossil shark teeth and shells and 
maybe something else! 

All visitors must be mindful of the following:
• you may remove no more than 2kgs of 

material from the site.
• please do not dig more than two feet deep 

and refill any deep or large holes

LESNES ABBEY WOOD 
LONDON SE2

THE GEOLOGY

The Shell Bank of Abbey wood is 54.5 million years old 
and contains a mixture of freshwater, estuarine and 
marine fossils. These comprise shells, shark teeth , fish, 
crocodile, turtle and mammal bones and teeth. 
Important Palaeocene finds in the Blackheath Beds on 
the site include 22 species of mammals in 12 orders, 
which resemble the Wasatchian fauna of North America. 
It has also yielded one of only two Palaeocene birds 
found in Britain, the holotype of Marinavis longirostris, a 
large sea bird,

At Abbey Wood,sediments from the Blackheath Beds, 
from the Ypresian stage of the Eocene, (part of the 
Paleogene period) are exposed. The area is protected, 
but under conditions fossil collecting is allowed. Sieving 
is necessary, using a 0.5 cm sieve. The sharks’ teeth 
are particularly spectacular as they are beautifully 
preserved. They are from several species of sand shark, 
which had very sharp, needle-like teeth with smooth 
edges - ideal for impaling fish.

https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=230&/Sediment
https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=56&/Paleogene
https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=246&/Period
https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=230&/Sediment
https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=56&/Paleogene
https://english.fossiel.net/information/article.php?id=246&/Period


We hope you enjoy your day at Abbey Wood. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion, the 
weather and of course, if others have already 
scoured the site beforehand!

Below: UKAFH members on a previous event, 
digging and sieving for the fossil shark teeth, shells 

and bones.

Above: A representative sample of what 
can be expected in the way of finds from 

Abbey Wood.

Above: A UKAFH member sieving for 
teeth.

https://ukafh.com/
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
https://ukafh.com/
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

