
INTRODUCTION TO WREN’S NEST

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

This site is part of an Upper Silurian inlier coral 
reef system, from which fossils can be 
collected from the loose scree at the base of 
the rock faces.

Over 700 different types of fossil can be found 
here; 186 fossil species of which were first 
discovered and described at this site and 86 
are found nowhere else on earth. Wren’s Nest 
contains the most diverse and abundant fossil 
fauna found in the British Isles and the fossils 
are among the most perfectly preserved 
Silurian fossils in the world.

Despite the frequency of visitors at Wren’s 
Nest, the constantly eroding rocks and build up 
of scree, allows safe and productive fossil 
collecting.

The site has SSSI (Site of Special Scientific 
Interest) status, to no hammering or digging 
into the rock is allowed. In fact, hammers are 
not permitted in the site.

THE GEOLOGY

The beds at Wren’s Nest are composed of Much Wenlock 
Limestone, dating to 426 - 423 million years ago. This is 
the Homerian stage of the Silurian epoch.

Silurian Britain lay south of the equator, with a tropical to 
sub-tropical climate. A sea covered Britain that was 
shallower in the south (limestones) and deeper in the 
north (sandstones and mudstones). 

Typical Silurian fossils found at  Wren’s Nest include 
trilobites (especially Calymene blumenbachii-‐ the ‘Dudley 
Bug’ (see photo above), crinoids, brachiopods (some of 
the easiest fossils to find on Wren’s Nest are brachiopods, 
such as Atrypa, Strophonella and Leptaena), corals, 
sponges, bryozoans, gastropods, bivalves (especially 
Goniophora and Pteronitella), criconarids, and nautiloids; 
 a superb example of a Silurian reef ecosystem.
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A piece of Much Wenlock Limestone, with crinoids, 
brachiopods, corals and trilobite fragments, in fact a 

slice of Silurian seabed!

Trilobite tail (photo below).

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?
At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils but at Wren’s Nest, 
although visited frequently by collectors and 
schools, fossils are usually abundant in the 
eroded scree slopes. Visitors should return 
with plenty of finds.

The following photos show a trilobite head 
and corals found at previous UKAFH hunts.

We hope you enjoy your day at Wren’s Nest. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
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