
INTRODUCTION TO SEATOWN

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

Seatown is situated on the Jurassic Heritage 
coast of Dorset. Three miles from Charmouth, 
this coastal hamlet can be a highly fossiliferous 
site, given the right conditions. The precipitous 
cliffs are highly unstable and erosion rates are 
high. 

Towards Golden Cap, the highest point on the 
south coast, the alternating layers of clay and 
limestone are Jurassic-aged and amongst the 
fallen blocks, ammonites, belemnites, 
gastropods and bivalves, with occasional 
marine reptile remains, can be collected. On 
favourable tides, the Belemnite Marl Member is 
often exposed in a limestone ‘pavement’ 
containing a profusion of belemnites.

The location is a popular one, especially during 
the summer months. The convenient car park 
can get very busy, as can The Anchor Inn, 
situated on the seafront and which has a good 
range of local beers and good food. 

However, it is an ideal place for children and 
provided they are supervised and kept away 
from the cliff base, there should be fossils that 
can be found.
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THE GEOLOGY

The geology of the rocks at Seatown are complex. 
Essentially, the Jurassic rocks are overlain with rocks of 
later Cretaceous age, including Gault Clay and Upper 
Greensand, the latter being most noticeable in the cliff top 
of Golden Cap.

Walking west, the cliffs are mostly composed of the Green 
Ammonite Mudstone Member, which overlies the 
Belemnite Marl Member. The upper part of the Green 
Ammonite Member is marked by the Three Tiers, clearly 
seen high in the cliff at Golden Cap. Fragments of this 
bed, found on the beach, may contain some of the more 
spectacular ammonites to be found at this location but 
may require some careful preparation.

Due to faulting, the cliff section to the east of the car park 
changes and the Eype Clay Member is brought down to 
beach level.
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The Belemnite Marl Member, when exposed reveals a 
whole bed of belemnites, often loose and ready for 

collection.

The stems and individual ossicles of crinoids can be 
found at Seatown (photo below)

We hope you enjoy your day at Seatown. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, by the sea and weather and of course, if 
others have already scoured the site 
beforehand! However, Seatown can have a 
high frequency rate of finds , if conditionms 
are right.

Ammonites are a common find at Seatown, 
with a wide variety of types and sizes.(See 

photos below)
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