
INTRODUCTION TO RAMSHOLT

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

Ramsholt is a river estuary location, along the 
banks of the River Deben. It’s been used by 
the yachting community for years, who were 
often surprised to find shark teeth at their 
picnic spot! 

The location is a mixture of rock types and 
provides excellent collecting opportunities for 
finding fossils from the Coralline Crag, the Red 
Crag and the London Clay, in which the teeth 
of sharks, fish remains, echinoids, corals, 
shells and bryozoans turn up in abundance.

The site is tidal, so fresh supplies of fossils, 
washed from the banks, are plentiful. The 
collection of the fossils merely relies on picking 
them up from the foreshore. Digging into the 
banks is prohibited, as the site has SSSI 
designation (Site of Special Scientific Interest). 

The site is suitable for families, but it’s a fair 
walk from the nearest car parking and the 
narrow foreshore can become quickly flooded, 
once the tides turn. However, the sheer 
number of fossils to be found here is quite 
overwhelming and collectors will not be 
disappointed.

RAMSHOLT, 
SUFFOLK

THE GEOLOGY

The London Clay from the Eocene is well exposed at 
Ramsholt. Here, nodules can contain excellent fossil 
specimens, such as crabs and lobster, along with shark 
teeth, fish fragments and snakes.

The exposures of the Crags of East Anglia is fascinating. 
The Coralline Crag from the Pliocene epoch (Gelasian 
stage) are from about 2.58 to 1.8 million years ago.The 
earlier Red Crag rocks, also Pliocene from the Placenzian 
stage, are about 3.6 to 2.58 . The Coralline Crag contains 
corals, regular sea urchins, and many types of shells and 
bryozoans. Also visible is the Red Crag ‘Basement Bed,'  
which contains many excellent derived fossils; sharks 
teeth, fish remains, and a wide range of molluscs and 
mammal remains.



The Red Crag fossils are easily recognisable due to 
the red, iron stained sand, with also colours the fossil 

shells.(shown below).

Bryozoans are aquatic invertebrates, found in 
abundance at Ramsholt. (photo below).

We hope you enjoy your day at Ramsholt. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
banks, by the water and weather and of 
course, if others have already scoured the 
site beforehand! However, Ramsholt has a 
high frequency rate of finds and it will be 
surprising if you don’t gather a large quantity 
of fossils from this location.

Shark teeth are usually found at Ramsholt 
and vary in size and species.(See photos 

below)

Shells, corals and bryozoans are common 
find here (See photo below)

https://ukafh.com/
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
https://ukafh.com/
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

