
KINGS DYKE NATURE RESERVE, 
WHITTLESEY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

INTRODUCTION TO KING’S DYKE
Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

This site is set within the King’s Dyke 
Nature Reserve, in a special 
fossil hunting area provided by 
the adjacent brickworks. The 
main quarry is situated in the 
highly fossiliferous Peterborough Member of 
the Oxford Clay Formation and here, the clay is 
extracted for the manufacture of  bricks. The 
brick pit frequently provides the fossil area at 
King’s Dyke with fresh material and these spoil 
tips are the source of a very good range of 
fossils.

The site is an excellent, safe location for 
families with older children and beginners but it 
has provided an interesting fauna of fossils to 
the more advanced collector too. Ammonites, 
belemnites, large oysters and fossilised wood 
are very common. Other fossils include 
crinoids, gastropods, worm burrows and the 
bones and teeth of fish and marine reptiles, 
such as plesiosaurs, ichthyosaurs, pliosaurs 
and crocodiles.

The Oxford Clay can be split along the seams, 
using a wallpaper scraper and a geological 
hammer. Fossils found should be allowed to 
dry naturally and can be given a coat of 
water-soluble varnish, to help preserve 
them.

THE GEOLOGY
The underlying bedrock at King’s Dyke and the clay  
provided by the brick quarry is the Peterborough Member of 
the Oxford Clay Formation, from the Jurassic epoch of 
around 180 million years ago.

The actual quarry is not accessible to the public but it has, in 
the past, provided superb, complete skeletons of plesiosaurs 
and other marine reptiles, as well as the bones and teeth of  
Leedsichthys, an extinct group of Mesozoic ray-finned fish 
and which is probably the largest fish ever to have lived.

The Oxford Clay at King’s Dyke is highly fossiliferous
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WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils at King’s Dyke depends on the quarry 
ensuring that the spoil heaps have been 
suitably refreshed and of course, if others 
have already scoured the site beforehand! 
However, there is  high frequency of finds 
here and nobody will come away empty 
handed.

The most common fossil here are ammonites. 
Despite being crushed, they can be carefully 
wrapped and varnished thoroughly for better 
preservation

Belemnites are large and specimens can be 
found complete. They require little attention 
other than a wash. 

Fossilised wood is a common find, which would have 
originated on Jurassic land, before being carried by 
rivers out to sea, where it sank and became covered in 
sediment.

Bones of marine reptiles, such as this vertebra of a 
crocodile can be found here.

We hope you enjoy your day at King’s Dyke. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
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