
INTRODUCTION TO FOLKESTONE
Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

The staggering number of types and the beauty 
of the ammonites and other fossils found at 
Folkestone, are undoubtedly the reason for the 
popularity of this location for the collector. 
This highly fossiliferous site, especially on the 
foreshore near Copt Point, is composed of rocks 
from the Lower Cretaceous; Gault Clay and 
Lower Greensand.

The dark bluish-grey Gault Clay and mudstones 
have slipped over the cliff section of Lower 
Greensand but it’s rich yield of fossils can be 
found in situ and washed out of the clay by the 
sea, to be deposited between the boulders.

Once at beach level, the terrain may prove 
difficult, with large boulders and rocks along the 
length of the section. However, the rewards will 
outweigh the arduous walk! Specimen collection 
boxes or a suitable container with tissue is 
advised for collection purposes. The fossils can 
be simply picked out of the clay or from the 
beach. It is quite probable that the collector will 
obtain a high number of finds from this locality, 
given the right conditions. Collection after a storm 
or during winter months is always more 
productive.

Besides ammonites, belemnites, gastropods, 
bivalves, coral and marine reptile remains can be 
found at this site.

THE GEOLOGY

The rocks are of the Middle Albian stage, at Folkestone 
being approximately 106 million years old. At the base of 
the Gault Clay cliffs is the Lower Greensand formation.

The dark bluish-grey Gault Clay and mudstones have 
slipped over the cliff section of  Lower Greensand. The 
Lower Greensand is from the Early Albian stage and is 
not as fossiliferous. It is the Gault Clay for which 
Folkestone is famous, especially for its iridescent 
ammonite shells.

he Lower Greensand contains mostly thick shelled 
molluscs but the Gault Clay is the source of a number of 
fossil types, including fish, turtles, crabs, lobsters, 
gastropods, bivalves, shark teeth, belemnites and 
ammonites.
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We hope you enjoy your day at Folkestone. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

Below:: A rare turtle skull, found by UKAFH member 
Phil Hadland.

Below: An ichthyosaur tooth. 

Below: Euhoplites alphalautus, a Gault ammonite

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, the weather and of course, if others 
have already scoured the site beforehand!

The most common fossils at Folkestone are 
ammonites,(shown below) and other fosssils 

associated with the Gault Clay

.

Below: The uncoiled ammonite, Hamites.
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