
INTRODUCTION TO BROOK BAY

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting event. 

Brook Bay is situated on the southwest coast of the 
Isle of Wight and the area is subject to rapid coastal 
erosion. The rocks here are Cretaceous and belong 
to the Lower Cretaceous Wealden Group of 129.4 to 
125 million years ago.

The section is well-known for the remains and 
footprints of dinosaurs, that once inhabited 
Cretaceous Britain, when the region experienced a 
warm climate with lagoonal, lake and fluvial 
environments. Reptiles such as Iguanodon, 
Polacanthus and Hypsilophodon flourished and their 
remains are typical of the bones frequently found 
here. 

Brook Bay is the site of the oldest Cretaceous rocks 
on the Isle of Wight. The purple, blue and pink 
sediments of the cliffs and foreshore were deposited 
on an ancient river floodplain around 126 million 
years ago. One of Brook Bay’s most unique features 
is the fossilised forest of huge trees which appears 
from beneath the waves at Hanover Point at low tide. 
Beyond this is a sandstone ledge with the fossilised 
footprints of dinosaurs imprinted within it. To the back 
of the beach, closer to the cliffs, fossils can also be 
found amongst the pebbles along with the casts of 
further dinosaur footprints. 

Footprints can not be removed under any 
circumstances but dinosaur bone, which is usually 
found rolled by the action of the sea, can be 
collected.
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THE GEOLOGY

Brook Bay is on the southwestern coast of the Isle of 
Wight. The geology is Cretaceous (Barremian) in age. 
In the bay, you will be able to see the vertical and 
lateral relationships within a Wessex Formation fluvial 
channel sandstone unit, together with the Sudmoor 
Point Sandstone and adjacent overbank mudstone 
deposits.

At Hanover Point in Brook Bay, on low spring tides, 
you can see the remains of an ancient fossil forest, 
the Pine Raft, which consists of a jumble of 
tree sections, petrified into solid stone, evidence of a 
log jam in a prehistoric delta 125 million years ago.
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We hope you enjoy your day at Brook Bay. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

Above: Rolled dinosaur bones

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, the weather and of course, if others 
have already scoured the site beforehand!

Dinosaur footcasts are a common sight on 
the section between Compton Bay and Brook 

Bay. They cannot be removed.
Below: Caudal vertebra of a dinosaur, 

probably an Iguanodont, found at Brook Bay.

Below: The Pine Raft, the petrified forest 
found at Hanover Point.
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