
INTRODUCTION TO BETTESHANGER

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting event. 

Betteshanger Country Park is an easily accessible 
location, set in the grounds of the former site of 
Kent’s last coalfield; Betteshanger Colliery. The 
former spoil tip of the colliery was regenerated into 
Fowlmead Country Park and renamed Betteshanger 
Country Park, comprising 200 acres of park. 

Conservation Kent have retained a section of the 
spoil tip for fossil collectors and plants form the 
majority of fossils to be found. Specimens are 
obtained by digging into the bank and finding the 
hard pieces of shale rock within. You’ll need a spade 
for this and then using a geological hammer and a 
bolster chisel, split the rock along the bedding plane. 
Protective goggles are essential for this work.

You will need to be prepared to get very dirty! This is 
a spoil tip of a former coal mine and coal dust and 
grime are par for the course! However, the plant 
material can be both plentiful and spectacular. Wrap 
your finds in newspaper or bubble wrap for 
transporting. All fossils can be retained but any 
insects found should be reported to the visitor centre 
and especially the large arthropod, Arthropleura.

Car parking, toilets and cafe are all within a short 
walking distance of the fossil area.

BETTESHANGER COUNTRY PARK 
NEAR DEAL, KENT

THE GEOLOGY

Betteshanger is Upper Carboniferous (Silesian) in 
age, from the mid-Westphalian Stage (Asturian 
Substage of 323.2–315.2 Mya) to the Stephanian 
Stage (Stephanian B Substage of 315.2–307 Mya).
The rocks are from between 316–311 Mya and mostly 
consist of the Kent 5 coal seam, with some Kent 7 
scattered under the bench. Kent 5 is assigned to the 
Upper Coal Measures (Warwickshire Group) and 
Kent 7 to the (South Wales) Middle Coal Measures.

Fossils show that there were areas of forest and river 
levees, with overbank deposition taking place. 
Remains of Arthropleura, a large arthropod, have 
been found at the site. However, unlike other coal 
measures sites in Europe, no insects have yet  been 
found at Betteshanger.
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We hope you enjoy your day at Betteshanger Country 
Park.

Please visit our website for further events which might 
be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/

Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 
Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:

http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-
collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. However, at 

Betteshanger, the frequency of fossils is 
stunning and it will be unusual to leave 

without some fine plant specimens.
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