
INTRODUCTION TO BELTINGE
Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

The section of coast at Beltinge provides an 
opportunity to explore the rocks and fossils 
from the Palaeocene and Eocene epochs of 
between 56 and 54 million years ago. 

Beltinge is famed for it’s fossil shark teeth and 
marine vertebrate remains, such as the 
vertebrae of fish, palates of rays, bones and 
carapace of marine turtles.

The gravel and shingle on the foreshore will 
provide you with opportunities to find the 
fossils, however the chances of finding shark 
teeth improves the further the tide goes out . 
Broadly speaking, the collecting area is in the 
section of beach between the groynes, either 
side of the concrete steps, at the access 
point. 
The most productive area is immediately 
opposite the car park and for about 100 m 
west. There are teeth from about 24 species 
of shark, ray and other fish to be found here, 
as well as the remains of crocodile and turtle. 
Fossilised wood is common, although 
impossible to collect (as it turns to dust) and 
pine cones.

In the east, towards Reculver, the Thanet 
Formation is sometimes revealed, provided 
the overlying beach sand is not present. The 
Thanet Formation can contain a good range 
of bivalve and gastropod shells. Careful work 
and a sharp eye in the pebbles and clay on 
the foreshore should reveal a good number of 
shark teeth, which are black in colour. Some 
are very small, so a pair of tweezers is a good 
idea! 
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THE GEOLOGY

This site represents deposits laid down during the late 
Paleocene and early Eocene epochs, in a warm climate. 
The Paleocene rocks of the Thanet Formation are exposed 
on the foreshore and in the cliffs towards Reculver. 

The younger Paleocene and Eocene rocks overlay this and 
are exposed in the gently dipping strata and at Beltinge, the 
Beltinge Fish Bed of the Upnor Formation (Paleocene) is 
brought down to beach level.   

West of the car park, the Oldhaven Beds slope towards 
beach level, exposing the Oldhaven Fish Bed. Fish fossils, 
(particularly shark teeth, ray teeth and crushing palettes and 
fish vertebrae) and turtle carapace are common and can be 
commonly found, preferably on a low spring tide, in the 
shingle on the foreshore. 
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WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, by the sea and weather and of course, if 
others have already scoured the site 
beforehand!

The most common fossil at Beltinge is of the 
shark, Stratiolamia macrota (photo below) 
usually found in high numbers amongst the 
shingle on the beach.

Other shark teeth are also evident and some 
are very large, like this  Otodus obliquus tooth 
from the Thanet Formation
(See photo below)

The photo below shows a dental palate from 
an eagle ray.

Remains and evidence of other vertebrates and 
invertebrates can be found at Belting, such as these 

bivalves from the Upnor Formation(photos below) but it 
is for the shark teeth that Beltinge is famous and 

people travel from across the world to find the teeth 
from 24 different varieties of shark.. 

We hope you enjoy your day at Beltinge. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx
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