
INTRODUCTION TO AUST

Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting event. 

Aust is one of the most productive Triassic fossil 
collection sites in Britain.The famous red and white 
cliffs that can be seen when crossing the River 
Severn contain a highly productive bone bed, within 
the Rhaetian Penarth Group of rocks, near the cliff 
top. This bed is full of fish teeth, scales and bones 
and the bones aand teeth of marine reptiles.

It’s a popular spot among collectors. Large blocks of 
rock from the Bone Bed are highly sought after but 
smaller pieces can be picked up, along with rocks 
from the Jurassic Blue Lias, at beach level. They can 
be easily prepared at home by immersing in a 
container of white vinegar. Check regularly and after 
several weeks, bones and teeth will be revealed!

Shells, loose bones, teeth and bone fragments can 
also be found along the beach, in the areas of 
shingle and especially after a cliff fall.

The site is not particularly safe and you should 
exercise care, especially at the water edge, where 
rocks are slippery and the mudflats can be 
hazardous. It is best to keep well away from the cliff, 
whch can crumble and fall at any time. 

The site is SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest), 
so hammering into the bedrock is not permissable. 
However, fossil collection is entirely dependent on ex 
situ material from cliff falls, which can be broken up 
with a strong geological hammer and chisel and 
taken home for thorough examination. 
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THE GEOLOGY

This Middle and Late Triassic and Early Jurassic site lies 
south (downstream) of the Severn Bridge and can be 
seen as the familiar white and red cliffs. It is one of the 
UK’s few productive Triassic fossil collecting localities.
Here, the red beds of the Mercia Mudstone Group from 
the Branscombe Mudstone Formation (which is 206 to 
221myrs old) form the cliff base. The Branscombe 
Mudstone Formation is unfossiliferous. 

These rocks pass upwards to the darker, then lighter, 
grey beds of the Penarth Group. These consist of the 
Westbury Formation and Cotham Member from the Late 
Triassic or Rhaetian (which is 206 to 210myrs old). It is 
the beds of the Penarth Group that contain the famous 
‘Bone Bed’, so collecting is totally reliant on cliff falls. 

At the cliff top are the light brown beds of the Blue Lias 
Formation from the early Jurassic (Hettangian), which is 
206 to 221myrs old. 
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We hope you enjoy your day at Aust Cliff. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at  https://ukafh.com/
Our book, with over 50 other sites across England & 

Wales, can be purchased at £16.95 here:
http://www.ukge.com/en-GB/A-guide-to-fossil-

collecting-in-England-and-Wales__p-3439.aspx

Below: Bone Bed block with crocodile rib

Below: Bone fragments from Aust. Bone is a 
common find here and ranges from identifiable 
vertebrae of ichthyosaurs and plesiosaurs to 
fragments, which might be difficult to identify

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?
At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, the weather and of course, if others 
have already scoured the site beforehand!

Bones and vertebrae of marine reptiles are a 
common find at Aust, such as this vertebra 
from a Rhaetian, Upper Triassic plesiosaur.

Above: Lungfish tooth with shark spine. 
Below: Block with Gryphaea oysters.
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